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OFFICIAL.
T1111111 r>«r.*T*«»T,

August 1W, 1864.

Notice 1* hereby give 11 the holder >. of the following deacrib<d

locks of the Lulled ritalcs, that this depurtnieul 1* prepared 1» pur

chase, al Buy time betw. .11 the dale hereof and the UOtb day of NorenterieHiportion# of those amounting in tli«- a|r.-regii!«to

$3,b4u,uuo, ui lbs maiiiie.r and on Uit- leiuia hereinafter men

Uoued, to wil:

In cute of any < ntingent competition, within lite '.nioiim tut-d,

preference will be given 111 lite order 01 lime tu which »aid ftock*

uiuy be offered, ike certificates, duly as sign* J to the l/hin d

rfluicB, by llie parties who are to receive the amount thereof, imut

be transmitted 10 this department; upon thu receipt whereof, h

price will be paid compounded of the following particulars
J. The ;>ar value, or amount specified iu each certificate.

2. A premium on the stock of the loan authorised by the act 01

July, 1846, redeemable November 1~\ 1866, of 3 percent-; ort tfir

sloe* of the kiau authorjzr.d by tin act o< ibi-J, redeemable 3Ul Do

camber, lbtht, of 11 per ceni on the stock of tl»e loans authorized

by the acta of 1847 »lid 1848, and redeemable, the former on the 31st

December, 1887, End the latter on th 3oth June, ieCts of 16 percent.;
and i»n the stock of the loan authorized by the act of lboW, and re-

deewabJe on the 31 at of December, 1864, (commonly called the Texan

indemnity,) 6 per cent.

3. Interest on the par of each certificate from the lat of July,
1884, to the date of receipt and settlement al the Treasury, with the

allowance (for the money in reach the owner) of one day 's Interest

in addition.
I'ayaieul for said stocks will be made in drafts oi' the Treasurer .if

the United duns, on the n^isunt treasurer i\t Boston, N. vv York,

or Fhiladetpkia, a- the partus may direct.

But no cm u ticate will be entitled to (be benefit of thisnotice

which wLall u«i U actually rereiv <1 at the Treasury on or before llit

aid JOtli day of November next. v

JA.YfLri Gl'TH G.IK,
Secretary of the Treasury

The lime during which (lie above named &tock* will be purchased
by ibis department upon the term® above specified is hereby extend-

ed to 31st December next, iru lusive.
As cne transfer books will be closed on the 1st December, when

tilt current half year's interest become ve«t**d in the stockholder a

that dale, all certificate* ofiurcribed stock must, in addition to the

usual assignment to the United States, have an express sexignmeut
of the interest made by the stockholder thereon. Where the mtrr

est is not so assigned, or where the coupons p«i)ttble on the 1st Jan

uxry next, in casts of coupon stock, tire not transmitted with the

certificates, the premium and one day's interest only (less interest

truin lite Lime of redemption to ltd January) will be included with

ib< principal in the settlement.
J A MEri GUTHRIE,

Secretary of tin- Treasury.
Tkxapiky Dei* artmi.nt, Nov. IS, 1851.
Nov 19-~dt3I»tDecinif

United Jftates Mail.

UTAH.

1'obt Ornc« lln-iiimiT,
December 5, 1854.

pRUroSADS for carrying the mails ol (he United Stale* from the
i l»t da> of dep'embei , 1855, to the 50th day of June, 1 t>58, (inclusive.)in UTAH TEUUITOKY, will be received at the Contract
Office of the i'ost Office Department, in ihe c.ty of Washington,
until y, a. in., of the 15th day of June, 1855, to be decided by the

next day, on the routes, and in the lime herein specified, viz

IS&i'fi From Salt Lake City, by Ncfl' s Mill, Mill Creek, Holladay's
Settlement, Little Cottonwood, and Draper* vj lie, !< Mount-
oinville, i!5 miles and back, once n week.

Leave Sail Lake City every Thursday at 7 a m;
Arrive at MounUiuvilIe satire day by 7 p ur;
Leave Moantminvtile every Friday at 7 a ui;

Arrive at Salt Luke City same day by 7 p iu.

1-807 Froni Suit Lake City, by Taylorsville, West Jordan, Gard
uer's MilL, Uiugiiuiu, and Kanyon, to Cedar Valley, 45
miles and back, once u week.

Leave Salt Lake Ciiy every Thu it-day at 7 a m

Arrive at Cedar Valley next day by Iri in;
Leave Cedar Valley every Friday at 1 p at;
Arrive at Salt Lake City next day by G p in.

l'-N)8 From Toele City to tirantavifle, 12 mile: and back, once a

week.
Leave Toele City every Tuesday at 8 n m

A wive at GmritHVifle by I'J in

Leave Gratiteville every Tuesday at 1 p in j
Arrive at Toele City by 5 pm.

rStS'H From Nepbi City, by Fillmore City, Corn Creek, Tarragona,
and Turovin, to Cedar City, 130 miles arid back, once a

Wrek.
Leave N'< phi City every Monday at 6 a in ;
\rrive at t 'edar City next Friday by 6 p iu ;
L»-ave Cedar City every Monday at 6 n in ;
Arrive at N« phi City every Friday by 6 p hi

NOTES.
Nw pay mil be made for trip* r»«.t peiioriued, and for »ach ol t-uch

Mussions not satisfactorily explained three time-* the pay of "the
trip may be deduct*d. Fur arrival* so far behind lime n* to break
com< xtou with depending nmi's, and not suffici* nt«y excused, onefourthof the compensation lor the trip i« suhjaet to forfeiture. Fines
will I imposed, unless the delinquency bo promptly and aaUsfacto
ri'y explained by certificates of postmasters, or the affidavits of
other creditable persona, for neglecting to take the moil from or into
a port office, tor suffering it to be injured, destroyed, robbed, or lost ;
and for refusing, after demand, to convey the mail as frequently an

the contractor runs, or n concerned in running, vehicles on the
route. The Postmaster General may annul the contract for repeated
failures to run agreeably to contract; for disobeying the Poat Office
laws or instructions of the department, or for assigning the c««ntract
without the assent of the Postmaster General 1 lie Postmaster
General may a!l< r the schedule. He may al»o order a" increase of
service en a route by allowing therefor a pro rata increase on the
contract pay. He may also curtail or discontinue the service, at >ro

rata decrease of pay, if lie allow one month's extra compensation
on the amount diepentied with. No extra pay will be allowed for
ciccrs of actual over advertised distance if the points to be supplied
are herein correctly stated. The bids should he addressed to the
Secoud Assistant Postmaster treneraJ, superscribed "Mail proposal
in the Territory of Utah." The contracts are to he executed and
returned to the department by or before the 1st day of Bepteinb'r,
1855. For further particulars ns to conditions to he incorporated in
U»e contracts see advertisement U»r California, Oregon, Utah, die,,
dated 13th October, 185 b

JAMKH CAMPBELL,
Dec6 l iw lw P^stmuster General.

S
IJOTIC K..The heir* and representatives of Rudolphus Brill, de
il ceased, oil w huac est *e letters testamentary were grant* d b)
the orphans' court for Washington coahty, Maryland, »« the yeur
1801, ore hereby notified to appear in the orphans' court of said
county on or before the 1 at day of ay, Itsio, and establish their
right to the funds now In the hand-, or which tn iy hereafter come
into the bands, of the undersigned h- adiiiinistrut r de bonis non with
the will annexed of said deceasedJOHN R 8NKUIY,

AdmisiiSiratoj > b.TtUnon with She will annexed.
Nov ?9.1 aw4w

Notice of liOst Land Warrant.

VLHEREA8 laud warrant No. 52,010, for 80 acres, issued in
»» fjvor of IJenj inline Puekrt, (' r nliliiary services in the war
of J612, and whereas said warrant wa« - nt to my address through
Um post office of Washington ity, and has been ekh orinlaid*noticir is hereby given that I shall, nt the proper time, apply at
'.he Ojtcs of ill ('oinniissionrr of P» n.-><»n? f r a duplicate of the

it r A PSCOT r.
Nov :ISJ.lawGw

THIS is to give- notice Hint flic subscribe*- hith i.li-
1 mined from the orphans' court of Washington county, in the D,s
trict of Columbia. letters ol administration on ilie persona! estate of
Aruift end Gan t, luff of W.^hingiou county, deceased. All persons;
hiving claims against die said deceased are hereby warned to exhibitthe sasne, with the vouchers thereof, to the subset ib*r, on or
before the 14th day of November next the, may ol herwise by law
be excluded from all benefit of the said estate.
Gives under rnv hand this 25th day of November, I85L

P. C WASHINGTON,
Admin virator.

District of Columbia, ) Jo W(( OarnAww' C ot rt,
»» a*iMiifi' n county, ) » n, ir^i.

Ordered that the tidminmtrator on the personal estate of Arroatenf
t*aiM, late of Washington county, d rt'MwJ, give th« notice re

'|Uireii by law lo the creditors »f *aid deceased, h> idverti»ciin Dt
f»DC« a week lor three week* ill t ie I'moo

Teat: Rl>. N. RUlCH, Register of Wills.
Nov 3b iw3w

Home Hill Boarding School for Boji.
Tlih school wa« opened the first monday ;u January, le vi, hi Uig
1 neighborhood of Fall's Chorrh, Fuirin*. 'uniy, Virgin**. It is
ugh utile* f'foiii \u:*.»»dna. ten fru.n Washington city, end an
froin Ourgetm* n. The location is one c«h t»ra«-d tor lu healthful
be#* 'l b. principal mm# to made thin school one where pupil#
any acquire a eouudiy prectu ai and ifaoro- gh aimman duration.
Tbe h h laetic year of 41 wecka is divided into three term*, com

menciag respectively on the first M-rid ay < January, April, and
^epti rober
hoard au«i tttiiion fldh per year, pnyahie per term in advance.
Student# in (be classics will he -iiWith d I<» an «'iiracharge.
For farther particular- feddno It. I- Juri# >n, Fall*# Church, Fair

hu county, Vtrgiiiia.Nmr 'Jfi ,'au 11. Jsiilkcif

AC Alii) To all who wish to purch i<e c»»od furniture or Hihim1
keeping articles ol any kind the *u barn her would announce thai

hi# house iorm«tiing warernoma, on 7th air* t, No. .VK). opposite
Ris K4i t.uij, tyank, are well filled wiiha flu- -assortment. Note
"i'e-1 w»!t lor auction *R'e* t«» pet bar jam*, a* In is determined not lo
he outdone an) where He has mi t# of beautiful parlor furniture
*ow in store, and eight or ten net# of enamelled cottage hmnber
Itirniture made to order and finished in #upc»b at)In
The seas. »n is fur advanced, the jcsortnteni very large, fund- very

desirable, and great bargmt # may be expected Goods delivered
Rifely, ffee of charge, to all part# '.he city or Georgetown
Nov -jh e<id3w N. M. AtrCREGOR.

r* Mrmhrr# of CnngrcM. ktrangeri #oJi)iirnitip In the
dy, and tbc public general!) rcrgut me to call your alien

lion in my large and #uperior slock of cloth*, n««fmeres, and vest
'ttf", which will he m<iilr up to order at the shortest notice, nnd in
Ueb style as cannot fail to please Having supplied my i*U*bli#h
stent with the very best workmen, I will warrant that all garment#
'nmufartured by roe -hall be equal to those made in any other es

tablnl.ment in the I'mtcd Ptalc*.
wv M HTANFORI), Merchant Tailor,

hepn. avenue, three door* west of 3d street, No. 4£8
A*#o, age at h.i il»«> r.'fular French Ft*lil«qn, rer#*». ed -egijarly,

ivo #1411- # month. W. H rt.
l>ec I.hawisrif

Si' ''RRlOR Heroml hand i*laviof.irtes .I have on hand
k# several superior second hand pianos, which will be sold low

APP > JAM. C. MrtiGIRE,^ 3l Auctioneer and < ommlesion Merchant

<EljI
VOLl Mfc IV.

CITY 01
The National Hotel

I N (k»iw city will be re-opened for the reception of guest# ui lite tf7th
i of this moo lit. The removal of the kitchen from the basement to
the rear of the btiilJirg, and the alteration# in and about the dining
[»uiua, will add greatly to the convenience and comfort of it# guests
The Utile will be funnelled with the beat the markeU can afford,
oid served hi the best style and no eiptnns or labor will be spared
10 render the house, in every respect, equal to any in the cuuulry.
The aubcciiber, Ufrcfore, trust* that a generous public will continue
ihe liberal patronage which ha# alway# been extended to the house
Person* desiring to procure kmhio for the w iuier can do ao at any
lime after the 2t/th, by calling at the Hotel.

K. I). HILLAKD.
VVa«ium»;on City, November 14, lbj4.
Nov Ib-tf

Shirts! Shirts! Shirts!
117 VI. II. KAt'LKNKtt, the only practical shirt maker in tin* city,W would respectfully inform lilt old customer#, member* of Con
greas, and Strangera, that by lea\ lug their measure* at In# shirt manufactorythey can have shut* m ule of the bent material and wariaiiUrdto fit in all cases. The reputation which these sbi/U have
inquired in tin# city induce* the advertiser to invite those gentlemen
who have been iruub'ed with had filtiug shuts to give him a call,
feeling assured that they will, on nial, admit their superiority.
Sign of cite Shirt, Pennsylvania avenue, between Third and 4%

streets, south ride.
P. rf .A good assortment of furnishing goods on hand, which will

he toldcheapDec4.codim

PAItKEU h KAM I hTOUhl.

WrH nre ju-t receiving a full supply of gowia tunable for the presentteuton and approaching holidays ; and our frienda will hud
our new stoc k to be very choice and very dt-siraale, and Jhal we are

Mailing it very low prices. Among which are.

in LtJUN't extracts:

Jockey Club, Musk, J a team'tic, Violelte, Heliotrope, Eamnce of
Boquet, and tiny other odor*.

toilette soars:

5 gross wf Low's brown Windsor soap
5 grots of Cleaver's honey soap
Tailor's transparent wash balls, Ac., Ac.

com at, hair, tooth, and mail br.09hb3.

i(JO patu-rud of English, Fremiti, and Aiuenc-.au hair-brushes.
Shell Dressing Contb, India Rubber Comb, English Horn and

Buffalo Conibs.
PARKER'S Fancy and Perfumery aitnre,

Dec 2.cod3t* Under National Hotel.

BATCH KliOU'tf IIAIli DVK.

PARKKli, at his fancy store, under National Hotel, is just receiving
10 dozen, large and small size, Halcbelor's hair dye, which it

universally conceded to be the very best article for coloring the hair
ia sta.ntan to i.sly, without injury to the akin, a beautiful jet black
or brown. We recommend it a* the bire»t and safest dye in use.

PARKER'S Fancy and Perfumery Store,
Dec 2. coddi Under National Hotel.

Hamilton U. Cant,
BunLcr and healer in KrcAangc, \c.t No. 432 Fenntylvuniu are

t.tie, Watkvntton, I). C.

II NCURRENT money, land warrants, and Virginia scrip, I.ought
and told.

Drafts on all the principal cities sold in itiniv to suit purchasers
Stocks bought and sold on commission.
laiius against the government collected.

Dec 1.dnulAw

Win. M. Merrick.
attorney at law,

No. 38 Louisiana. Avenue,

WrILL practise in the Supreme Court of the United Stales and
the courts of the District of Columbia.

Nov 41.eolm

11 AKPKK'h .HAOASUA K FOR OIIIKMHRK.
11 Jedderbose's Life ofMelancthon; translated by Rev. G. F. Kru
tel.
Houghing it in the liu>h ; by Mrs. Moodie.
Life in the Clearings by Mrs. Moo e.

Outdoom at Idlewihl; by N. P. Winn.
The Kit atelier; by Gustav Nierit*.
Beautiful Bertha; by Mrs. Tnthill.

Diet FRANCE TAYLOR.

, UTiCJKJ..Some time back the undersigned advertised for sale
l one among ll»e best farms in Southern Illinois. As it is out of
my power m r* move to that ftouridhiDg Stale, the land is still in market,and is offered very low for that improving section of the State ;
and, together with tiiu nearness of the land to ihe great Central Illinoisrailroad, renders the laud very valuable to au actual »et'kr
The farm is tolerably well improved. For terms and particulars of
locality please call on the subscriber, at the residence of Mr. G. H.
VarnaM, No. 304 south D street, near the Coast Harvey Office.

II. I- BOGAN.
N II .My creditors are hereby informed that if my land is net

sold by the tld January, 1855, so us to enable me to pay my debts, 1
nhwll i en make, n full assignment of all my effects for their benefit
and use. B. L R.
Dec 2.eod3t

r PAREDES, profe-sor of the English, French, Spanifh, and
J Italian language*.

Address Georgetown post office.
References: Gen. Almonte, Mexican minister ; Henor T. M. Ti

rido, Peruvian minister; Messrs Riggs; L. F I'.iBistro, «»!-, gov
eminent Interpreter.
Dec 2.eod.it

TO DKNTLEXE> WHO AllA VK THKM3KLVES.
t N O sT complete rissortm- nt of shaving convenienc- *> just openinsat Parker's Fancy Htore.

Fresh rose and
Alinonde shaving cream,

Military shaving cakes,
Badger hair shaving brushes, 8tc.

PARKER'S Fancy and Perfumery Biote,
I>ec S Pcim. avenue, under National Hot*!.

\JO MCI''..We are now ready to dispose of our slock of good* ut
1^ retail at reduced |»rirc». All those that are indebted to us

please do us the favor to come forward and settle up as- soon in possible.HALL A 0ROTHEftDec*J.eo3tif

FOR RL\'T..The residence on the corner of F and Jfltli streets

1 west, Occupied for #<»me yenra past by Com mod ore Morris. It
i- in tin; tin mediate n'ighborhood of ih residence of Mr. Uor <>»an,
M. John'# Church, and President's square.

Al»of for Kettf,
The residence on F street, north s.dc, between Lith and Mtli

street#, formerly occupied l»y the Hon. Jolirt Qumcy Adams. The
house wilt be rented lurmrh'd or unferwished.

Apply at the banking house of Chubb Brothers.
Dec dfitv

|>Y virtue of its locality* and die extent and novel"
L/ ty of it# supplies, J awn* % '# shoe store ha# bae.n named tl»«

great central shoe store" of Washington. It# shelve# are supplier
will) good and fashionable boots and shoes, ami ail orders *hall b»

promptly Riled in the factory a' ove.

Cork-soled b<Hd>" arid all work for wmtsr use speedily made lo or

der and warranted to fitp.s..I have just received a supply of shoe# from ttoction, whict
were purchased very low for cash, and will be sold, wholesale or re

tai at low prtcell LNKV JANNFY,
34« Fa. avenue, between Drown7# Hotel and 7th street.

ail U street, opposite Hank ot Washington.
Nov JO.dJw

J AW NOTICJC..The undersigned will btlend to hue)nose in till
!i Supreme Court of the United States. P- PHILLIP#*
Nov 1 .dlinif

POH KL.VT .The residence of the lute Gen. Tow son, F r.nt

1 l7th firecls. Both house and ground# have l>« en put in compiew
order Gas and furnace heat are carried throughout the house, to

geliter with hot and cold water in hath, w ater closet, kitchen, ant

butler's pantry.
Inquire of j. B. II. Hmi til.
No? fi5 dtaw'JwTuThSun

Ti) Members of ( ont'icsn, Citizens, i»n»t Slmngei#.JLP. J. SJ'F.HK, msrchaoi tailor, No. 4"d Seventh street, invite:
the attention of the public to hi.« elegant sto k of French clothe, en#

stioeree, and vesting#, embracing the best styles of the lutes! iiopsr
tation. which he i* now making up in a style ol ehg tnce unaur

passed hers or elsewhere.
Nov JO-ctrlw

It ST rrerlve.1 lOO barrels esutirn npp'es. s.irli «

J Greening#, Baldwins, and Runnels, in fine order, delivered a1
sound. Private families, boarding-hon»e and howl epcr# will 151)
it to their advantage t<« give n* u cull,

kiwe yellow onjuns in barrel#
Also, New Jersey white Mercer |K»t;iloe«.

J DOI GI.AH A CO.,
Nov 21 cu'iw* Feed Htore, fid street, Ph. avenue.

ni)H Kt- N T -The house at pre#« nt occupied by the Hecrcth.r
F ol War, on 14ih atftt, near the corner of F street, and posse*
siori given on the ivi (,f l)ece jiiIht.

Kent $1..'»()) per anrtntn. Tlw main building contains ten roomi

eiglu of which are of large *//.« fourteen fe» l high in the two priti
cipnl slorier.
The back building cow: aim* nine additional rooms. There ar

perfectly «ir\- cellars under the entire building*. Gas U introduce
throughout The prctntse# will not be rent- for a iioardinc house
Inquire ot 0. W. Ke.d, « »rm r of F and 11th street#.

KITH .IKWKLHY.-M l\ GAl.T k BR' I offer * maguif
< *-iit aattortiiient of rich J-welry, «d the very latent atylea, ro«

aiming of.
Inmnond, p««rl, mo"tk, and plain brnochn
Earring- »<»d bracelet*, diamond, pearl, p an mailed, and pint

croiKPn
(}rA(i«m> riV diamond pin* and mud*
liiatiioiid, enamelled, ruby, pearl, wedding, and signet ring*
Gold, fob. ve*t, and euard chain*
L«fh**' cbalalama lock, la, seal*, and kaya
Gold thimble*, mosaic, mmrn, lata, enamelled, and plain aleev

buttons and stud*. fold necklace*, he

Which, together with the large** assortment of mpecior gol
watch** ind pore allvcr ware ever offered to their cu-lomera, tba
Hre selling at unusually low rate*.

M W. GALT fc BRO ,

Sign of tb»* Golden Eagle,
PennayIvania avenue, between 9ih and 10th street*

N'ov 30 :*t

IMS I, \tfi> WltfYK.lt atylti af ready made ciolhln
I Kiiperin; e,rt and finixh. embracing the Talma, atirlntit. nej
.K- <nn shaped fivi-r d'wb bl»< k, blue, and fa*hionable color*

fro- k and dr^ein cmt* plain and figured rn««imer* btislne** mil*
Shirk rind ligiit-d jwmal no velvet*, i-luahe*. merino, «tlk, an

wriiin viso- -tiirt-, r>!'«r*. drawer*-. undershirt*, tie*, gloves, h

Boyi and youth*' clothing nlway* on hand.
The above article* will be gold at the lowe*t prtce* for cash.

VOAII WALKKR fc CO.,
Marble Mall Clothing Emporium,

*cptW %awtwif BrthroN ftofel Ruitding.

Dull
' LIBERT*, THE UNION, A

F WASHINGTON, FEIDA
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE
NAVY.

SAW I'KJ'AUimcnt,
December 4, 1854.

Sib: In the annual report from the Navy Dcjiartment,
which 1 now have the honor to present. I have taken the
liberty, in addition to the usual statement of the operations
of the squadrons and the general condition of the service
and the public property, to recommend a still further gradualincrease of the navy, and to eipress frankly my views
of the great imjtortance of its reorganization, and the enactmentof new regulations for the discipline and improvementof.seamen. If the* art urged with seeming |>ertinarity,my only a|>ology is. a deep interest in the magni-1

jtude of the subject, and a conviction of the necessity of
legislative interposition.

KOlAIJlluMC
The vessels oomposing the borne squadron are, the frigate

Columbia, the tiag-ship, Commander S. It. Wilson; the
sloo]>s-of-war Albany, Commander J. T. (Jerry; Falmouth.
Commander T. 1). Hhaw; and the steamers 1'rinceton,
Commander Henry Kagle and Fulton, Lieutenant CommandingJ. K. Mitchell. Commodore J. T. Newton still
commands this squadron. The cruising of the vessels of
the squadron has been principally among the West India
islands and along the coasts bordering on the Caribbean
sea and the (Julf of Mexico,
The Columbia returned to Norfolk, in oliediencp to or-

ders front the department, and on the 28th June sailed, un-

der instructions to Commodore Newton, on special duty to
.St. I>omingo. Having thoroughly surveyed the hay of|
Sarnana and ascertaiued iN depth and character, and exjamined the localities in its vicinity with reference to fit-
new for a convenient depot for naval purposes, the Colum-1
bla returned to Pensacola, and is now under orders to proicetd to San Juan de Nicaragua, conveying to that point
Mr. Wheeler, United States minister resident to Nicaragua,
and Mr. Martin, United States minister resident to GuateImala. The 1'riueeton, Commander Ragle, sailed from N'or|folk on the itlst of October for Pensacola, and w ill proceed
on her cruise as a part of the home squadron. The Alba|ny, Commander Gerry, in pursuance of the orders of the
commodore, has been actively cruising during the entire
year, having visited, among other ports, those of Surname,
Sisal, St. Thomas, Luguyra, Curagoa. Carthagena, Aspin!wall, San Juan, Port Royal, and St. Jago de Cuba. She
has done good service, and Commander Gerry and his ofli|cers merit the approbation of the department, as I have
reason to know that the appearance of our flag at those
jiorts, and the bearing of the ollicers, contributed pinch to
the encouragement and protection of our citizens engaged
in commercial transactions in those regions.
The last official intelligence received from the Albany

was on the 28th of September from Aspinwall, informing
the department that on the ensuing day she would sail for
New Vork. There is no doubt of her having put to sen at
the time mentioned. Much time having elapsed and no tidingsof ber having been received, it is but natural that
painful anxiety should be felt touching her fate. The prev'alent opinion is, that she has sustained serious injuries
from encountering storms recently prevalent in her course

homeward, and that -he has put into some port for repairs.
With a view of obtaining information and affording relief,
the steamer Princeton left Pensacola some days ago in
search of the Albany. The dqiartment still entertains the
opinion that she is safe.
The Fulton, which until the 2!th of April was under the

command of Lieutenant James M. Watson, was in useful
service, and having visited many of the [>orts of the West
Indies, returned to the United States. On the 17th May
she left Norfolk under the command of Lieutenant Mitchell,
conveying to the port of Vera Cruz the Hon. Mr. Gadsden,
our minister to Mexico, and bearer of the treaty recently
concluded between the United .States and Mexico, where
she remained until the treaty w as ratified, and with it returnedto the port of Washington, where she has since been
necessarily detained, and is now ready for service.
The practicability of inter-oceanic communication by

the construction of a -hilt-canal across the isthmus Of I)urien,between Caledonia Lay and ihe Caribbean ca and tlie
Gulf of San Miguel, on the Pacific, has long been a subject
of much speculation and controversy among men of scienceand learning. The magnitude of the work, and won;dert'ul influence which its successful accomplishment might
exert upon the commerce of the world, and more especially
upon the intercourse between our Atlantic and Pacific pos,USkmS iU ill,1, '
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to accept the services of an accomplished and enterprising
officer of the navy. Lieutenant I. < Strain, wiio volunteeredto undertake the exploration. The Caribbean sea

being embraced within the limits assigned as a cruising
ground for the home squadron. the department concluded
that the Cyane, Commander Hollins, might, with great
propriety, cruise in that region, take proper soundings at
Caledonia bay, and at the same time, v\ ith but little addijtional expense, convey any party that might volunteer to
engage in the arduous and interesting exploration. Passed
Midshipman Trtixtow, First Assistant Kngineer J. M. Maury,
Midshipman II. SI. (/arland, and a few civilians, and seamenfrom the <rew of the Cyane, also volunteered to embarkin the adventure. The permission of the New tirenadiangovernment having been cheerfully given, the Cyane
sailed from Philadelphia in DecemWr last, nnd arrived at
Porto Escocea, on Caledonia hay, on the 17th of January.
The party were landed, and proceeded to execute the specialduty assigned. They succeeded in crossing the isthIraus. and returning, after encountering sufferings and hardtships, and exhibiting powers of endurance, a ;pirit of en.terprise. and a generous devotion C> duty, eminently creditableto them as officers, and honorable to them as men.
A few of the seamen and civilians were unable to bear up
under their trying exposure, and expired. The Cyane re-

turned with the party to New York. 1 refer you. however.
for a more particular recital of the details of theexpediltion, to the interesting report of Lieutenant Strain which
accompanies this communication, from which you will per-1
reive that he is very decidedly of opinion that the work is
totally impracticable; and ibis, 1 apprehend, settles the
question forever.

It is proper that I should remark that the officers of her
Britannic Majesty's ship Virago, on the Pacific, were prompt
and generous in extending timelyT relief to the suffering
party, and that a proper appreciation of it has been ofli-1
cially communicated to her Britannic Majesty's govern,menL

Intelligence having been received that the property of
American citizens had been improperly detained by the
people of San Juan de Nicaragua; that our minister to

J Central America, lion. Mr. Borland, had been treated with
rudeness and disrespect, and that the interests of our counltrvinen required the immediate presenc e of a man-of-war in
that neighborhood, the Cyane, licit)g the most available
vessel for thai purpose, in obedience to instructions from
the department, put to sen again on the 19th of June.
On her arrival at San Juan. Commander Hollins, learn-'

p ing from Mr. T'aliens, the I 'mU d States commercial agent
at that place, that the demand made by him, by order of
the State Department, for a proper reparation of wrongjcommitted by them, had been treated with derision and
contempt, aft; r due deliberation, thought it expedient,
through Mr. l aiicns, to make n final demand upon the in>habitants for a satisfactory adjustment. As the result was

'! entirely unsatisfactory, Commander llollins gave notice.
''

on the 12tli of July, by a proclamation posted in the most
public places, that if the proposed terms of settlement were
not complied w ith, he should, at 9 a. ut. of the 13th. proceeilto bombard the town ot San Juan to the end that
tn'* right* of our rountry uml citizens inujr be vindicatcu.
and as a guarantee for future protection." He had hopedI that the show of a determination <>n his part would, at this
stage of the proceedings, have brought about a satisfactory

' adjustmen t: such, how ever, w at not the case.

His appeals for adjustment were disregarded. His proc« 'hsmation was only read to in treated with contempt. I lis
<t return to his country aftet all this, without inflicting some

punishment upon these lawless and reckless people, he
thought would Is' hut a signal for a renewal of insults and
outrage*. Having tendered boats for the removal of propiorty and person* to all who would avail themselves of
them, he bombarded the place and destroyed most of their
property without loss of life. I could not reprove this

. commander for his conduct. Humanity often lends her
sympathies to the sufferer, however just the punishment,
hut |>atriotism rarely condemn - the hraveotlicer who administersthat punishment from a sense of justice to his countrymenwhom property is destroyed and whose national

. Hag is insulted. We may well regret the stern necessity
which constrained him. hut it should 1* remembered that
Commander 11 oilinw bad )>een compelled hut s year before
to interfere and stop these same people in their progress of
destruction of American property that he had. besides,
-pen the report of our minister, speaking of them as being
persons. almost without exception, of notoriously had rhsractersome of them discharged penitentiary convict* and
refugees from justice, habitually manifesting evil disposittions towards our citizens and indulging those dispositions

n to the injury of persons and property w henever they arc

^ not restrained by force.'' and that h< an unable to regard
them in auv other light than as pirates and outlaws;1' that
he knew that this ungoverncd populace had for a season

restrained an American minister's jicrsonsl liberty ami
rudely assailed him that they had retained ami refused to
surrender the stolen property of some of our countrymen

1}J. *11
l*D THE COtfNTITUTlON."

.IT: .^ZZ: rrrr rzt -.: :_

Y MORNING, DECEMBEI
that they contemptuously turned a deaf ear to his appeals;
for adjustment, and that bin alternative was to inHict punishmentor return to his country, with u well-armed ua-'
tional vessel, and report that lieliud demanded satisfaction,
und, upou being treated w ith contempt, had felt it his duty
to come home. j 1

Rash impetuosity on the part of those who hold in their
hands, to some extent, the elements of war, cannot 1*> too
strongly discountenanced. No officer should dare trifle
with them. Hut I think that an acquaintance with all tin
facts and calm reflection will relieve our ow n people (who!
arc justly sensitive of natiuual honor) from any fear thai
a wrong has been per|ietrated, and a reference to history
may well silence the criticism of other*.
The Cyane requiring extensive repairs, and owing to tin

condition of the crew from the unliealthinefls of that cli-
mate and their previous exposure in the bay of Calcdouia
her return to the United States became n>cc.-,,ary. After
receiving on board the archives of the commercial agency
and Mr. Fubena and his effects, Commander Ilollins pro-
ceeded to Boston, and the vessel on the 1st of September
was put out of commission for the purpose of repairs,
which are now completed. I

'

The Falmouth, Commander Shaw, has been very re-

cently put in commission, and will proceed to sea in a

few days. j
The Brazil squadron, Commodore H*. I). Salter, has at-

tie bed to if the ftag-ship Savannah, Commander Samuel
Mercer; the sloop-of-war Germantown, Commander W. F.
Lynch; the brig Bainbridge, Lieutenant Commanding C.
(t Hunter: und the store-ship Relief, Lieutenant Com-1
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New York on the 29th of July for fresh supplies, and
having taken in her cargo, sailed for llio on the 24th of
September.
The slooj>-of-u ar Jamestown, which at my last report

formed one of this squadron, having completed her cruise,
returned to the United States and arrived at Philadelphia
on the 2d of May. |
The steamer Water Witch, Lieut. Commanding T. J.

l'age, is still actively engaged in the surveys of the rivers
Uruguay and Parana. i

This squadron is efficiently engaged in taking care of the
interests of our country in that region, with which our
commercial transactions ure rapidly growing. IThe African squadron. Commodore Isaac Mayo, consists
of his flag-ship, the frigate Constitution, Commander J.
Rudd the sloops-of-war Marion, Commander H. Y. Pur-I
viance and Ihtie, Commander Win. C. Whittle, The brig
Perry. Lieut. It. L. Page, after having been on the station
two years, arrived at Norfolk on the 1Mb of July. The
Constitution and the Marion will Im* relieved early in the
cnsuiug year, at which lime they will have been two years
on that station. '

The vessels of this squadron liave las n actively, and ill
many instances successfully, engaged in checking lite slave
trade, and some of them have been regularly cruising on
the coasts most frequented by slavers. The officers in commandhave also had it in their (tower to render assistance
to merchant vessels in Uistrc.-s, and to our growing commerce.exposed to many dangers on the African coast.
The Mediterranean squadron, Commodore 8. II. 8tringham,consists of his nag-ship the frigate Cumberland,

Commander A. A. iiurwood; the team-frigate Suranac,
Captain J. C. Long the sloops-of-war ,St. Louis. Commanderif N. Ingraham. and Levant, Commander C. ('. Turner.
The Cumberland will be relieved early in the spring, ami
authority has been given for the return of the Lev ant and
Jit. Louis early in the ensuing year.

This squadron, during the past year, has visited many
of the ports of Italy, Sicily, the Archipelago, und Greece,
ami also the coasts of Spain and Burlmrv and has kept a
watchful eye over American interests in the Mediterranean.
The Saranac, under instruction- from the department,

conveyed Mr. Chandler, the United States consul-general
to Tunis, from Marseilles to Tunis, where he w;it landed on

the 13th of July with the usual honors. jThe East India squadron consists of the sloop-of-war
Macedonian, Captain Joel Abbot,, the senior officer on the
station; the steam-frigate Powhatan, Captain W.J. Me-j
Cluney and the sloop-of-w ar Vaudalia, Commander John
Pope. The steam-frigates Mississippi and Susquehanna.
the sloop-obwar Plymouth, and the storo-shi(>s Southampton,Supply, and Lexington, are now on their way home.j
the steamers returning by the way of San Francisco. Co hi-

inodore M. C. Perry, recently commanding this squadron,
is, by permission of the department, returning to the UnitedSlates by the w ay of England.
Tha vessels of the squadron, owing to the civil war existingin China, have had frequent calls made upon tbem

for the protection of American citizens and property, and
have hecn of great service to our eouutrymen in that re-

mote region.
Commodore. Pcrrv. with the steam-frisrate Powhatan us

his flag-ship, Captain W. J. McCluney the sloop-of-war
.Macedonian. Captain J. Abbot the steara-frigatee >Sus<|ue- «

hacna, Commander I*. Budianan, and Mississippi, CommanderS. S. la-'- the slooje-of-war Vandalia. Commander i

John Po]m* and tlie »tore-sbi]»s Southampton, Lieutenant
Commanding J. J. Boyle, and Lexington, Lieutenant CommandingJ. J. (Baseon, arrived at Vedo bay, Ja|>an, ou tbe
13tb of February, for tbe purjioee of fulfilling tbe plans of
which lie bad notified them the year before, and of en-

deatoring to establish commercial relations between Japan
mid the Cuitrd States. By indomilatde perseverance and
remarkable management, be succeeded finally in over-

coming the obstinacy and prejudices of tbe Japanese gov-
crnmcnt. and induced it to ester into a treaty ofamity and
pence, by which two of iU ports, Hakodade and Simoda.
were ojieiicu to vessels, and shipwrecked mariners of
A in- ricau vessels arc guarantied to have ample protection
and kind treatment on whatever part of the coasts they
may be cast. The above-mentioned ports were fully sur-
veud by our vessels, and are represented to be very con-
venient and commodious. Presents were also exchanged
between tbe Japanese government and tbe Coiled States.
The treaty having been concluded, it was intrusted to

Commander II. A Adnuis, who was directed to proceed in
tbe Saratoga, Commander W. S. Walker, to Sun Frau-
cisco, and thence to Washington. On the arrival of tbe
Saratoga at the Sandwich islands, a more speedy conveyanceoffering, Commander Adams left her and reached
Washington with the treaty on the 10th of July. CommodorePerry and those who accompanied him in bis
novel and perilous undertaking deserve well of their country.\ new era seems, through their instrumentality, to
be dawning upon the commerce of tbe world. It is difli-1
cult to calculate the w onderful results which present and
future generations may experience from tins promised,
gradual dropping off of the cruel fetters w ith which ignorancehas so long embarrassed commerce, and this hopeful
prospect of the spread of civilization and liberty and good
government, so cheering to the Christian statesman.
The Saratoga proceeded on her way to the United States,

and arrived at Boston September 1. having been Hbsent
from the country for four years. I have expressed to Commander\\ alker and his officers, as also to the crew, ntv

jnst appreciation of their good conduct, notwithstanding
the expiration of their terms of enlistment.

1 regret to state tlmt. w hilst the Plymouth w as engaged
in surveying tbe Bonin islands, Lieutenant John Matthews,
w ith thirteen of the crow when in a iioat encountered a

severe typhoon, and were all lost. Lieutenant Matthews
had a high reputation in the navy as an officer, and the
men are represented to have t>een among the best of the
crew.
Tbe vessels of the expedition for the survey undream-;

noissrttice of Bebring's straits, the North Pacific ocean, and
China seas, after leaving Simon's hay, Cape of Good Hope,1
proceeded to Hong Kong, China; the uloop-of-wor Yiuoen-
aes. Commander C. Ringgold, and the brig Porpoise, Lieu-'
teunnt Commanding A B. Davis, by the way of \ an Pie|man's Land, through the ("oral seas, passing the Caroline
and Lndrone and Bashec islands, arriving at Hong Kong

ii llic "th of March the steamer Joliu ilanuxk, Licuten-
ant Commanding John Rodger*, the store-ship John I*.!
Kennedy, Lieutenant Commanding N Collins, and ihe ten|der Fctinimore Cooper, Lieutenant Commanding 11. K
.Stevens, by the way of ihe Straits of Suiida and Caspar,
the farimala and llilleton passages, and the Suolou sea.

Their arrival at Hong Kong is rcporteil by Commander
Ringgold early In June.

I luring the absence of Commodore Perry, with the greaterpart ot the Hast India squadron, nt Japan, the civil war

raging in China, and particularly in the vicinity of Can-j
ton, so alarti. 'd American citizens holding immense propertyin that region, that Commander Ringgold considered
it projM-r to suspend temporarily the special duties to which
he was assigned, and render probation to his exposed
countrymen aud has thus tailed to accomplish a large |*>rtionof the surreys that had been planned for the present
tear In addition to these embarrassments, Commodore
Perry inform* the department, under date of August 9,
that, on his arrival at Hong Kong, lie found the expedition
laboring under serious disadvantages, ow ing to the unfortunatealHiction of Commander Ringgold, which has renderedit necessary, in the opinion of the medical officers,
that he should return to the i'nited States Commodore
Perry having placed in < harge of the expedition an experi1enoed officer, Lieutenant John Rodgers, the next in rank,
and the plan of operations marked out by him being con,sidered judicious, the department has directed him to proceedw itli all despatch to its exe< ution.

The Pacific squadron, Commodore B. Dulauy, consists of
the flag-ship St. Lawrence, Commander W \V. Hunter
the sloops-of-war Portsmouth, Commander T. A. Dornln,
and St Mary's, Commander T Bailey The frigate Inde-1
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veudence, Captain J. Tuttnall, bearing the broad j*huh lit
)f Commodore W. Mervine, sailed from New York ou the
tth of October, for the l'aafir Upon her arrival out, ComnodoreMervine will lake command, and Commodore Duallywill return to the United States in the St l.awrencc.
Die rluop-of-w hi Decatur, Commander 1 H. Su-iett, and
he steamer Massachusetts, Lieutenant C'ouimaudiug U. W.
dead;-, Bailed from Norfolk Ir.-pectively the lbth of Junt
mil r.th of July, to join this squadron. Hy lust advices,hey had reached and left Rio, on their way out; but the
d.oe.ichuscu - after a da\ -ail. encountered and nth-red
erioualy from a violent storm, and returned to Rio for ro

airs.
In addition to the above-enumerated vessels, there are

in tbo Pacific coast the stationary store-ships Kredonia,Jeutcuuut J. I). John-ton. at Yal[>araiso, and Warren,lieutenant 1). McDougall, at the nuv^-yurd at Mare island,California.
The St. Lawrence lias been cruising most of the year beatenthe ports of Pay la ami Callao, ill Peru, and Valpaaiso,in Chili. The Portsmouth returned from the Sundvichislands to San Francisco on the 14th of Jaiiuury.rhe government liuving received sufficient intelligence to

mpress it with the upnreheusiou that un unlawful expediionhud left, or was about leavirg, San Francisco, for the
turpose of uikiug possession of territory belonging to Mexco,instructions were sent Commander Dornin to render
irouipt and efficient aid in assisting to arrest and suppress
my such unlawful expedition m> might las set on fool witlintile jurisdiction of the Foiled Stater, and to exercise ail
awful meuns of preventing the violation of law aud inractionof treaty stipulations. To assist him in this, he
vos, with your approbation, authorized, if necessary, to
barter a steamer for u short time, on reasonable terms,
'oinmandtr Dornin considered it necessary, aud tor this
mrpose he chartered, at San Fruucisco, the steamer Uoutubus,belonging to the Pacific Mail Steamship Coui|*uiiy.iVith this steamer and the Portsmouth he proceeded alonghe coast and having evinced u detertniuation to execute
lis orders, and unite with the civil authorities in promptyarresting and suppressing all unlawful exi>editioiis, he
inquestiouably contributed largely to their early termiliaion,nod thus to the maintenance of friendly relations with
l neighboring power. Some of the loader s were arrested,
ind many of the sick and wounded availed themselves of
lie offer of Commander Dornin to return them to their
tomes.
After he had terminated successfully his efforts in regard

o the unlawful expedition against Mexico, lie received inclligeneethat about twenty American citizens were imirisouedin close confinement at Muzutlan. Having in relightedthe matter, and concluding that their confinement
vas improper, he interfered, aud demanded their release.
They were soon discharged, by order of the government of
lexico, and, at the instance of Commander Dornin, were
ouveyed, in the revenue cutter "W. L. Marcy," to San
"rancisco, at their own request. The Portsmouth did good
ervice at Acapulco, iu relieving American steamers from
he embarrassment of a blockade of that port. When last
icurd from she was at the Sandwich islands, und is uow
irobably on her way to the United States, under the order
if the dejmrtment.
The St. Mary s, which left the United State* on the 15lh

if October, 1853, joined the squadron at Valparaiso on the
!Oth of January. Complaints having been made of abuiveconduct towards our ship-masters wliose business variedthem to the Chiin tia islands, the SL Mary's was sent
here iu April. Commander Bailey found iu port about
me hundred and sixteen sail of vessels, two-thirds of which
vere American. The presence of the St. Mary's hud a very
lenclicinl effect, and the masters of the large fleet of uierhuiitmen,both English aud American, expressed lbtwelveshighly gratified at the prompt and energetic action
alten by Commander Bailey iu regard to their complaints
irid grievances. Whilst there he hail an opportunity to reurnthe protection which was afforded last year by AduriulMottby, of the English navy, to many of our countryncn,by affording assistance und protection to Captaiu McTetian,master of the English ship Kildaiie. which «s=istmceand protection hud been refused by the Peruvian gov
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oast south of Panama, and showing our Hag at Iqique,
\rica, and v arious other poi ts. was, on the JtOth of August,
the last advices from her,) at the Sandwich islands,
whither she had been sent by Cdmmodons Dulany, under
instructions front the deyai tmeut.
The steamer Michigan. Commander ,I.S. Nicholas, is still

n commission on our northern lalves, and, during tin last
eason, engaged in her usual cruising.
The steam-frigate San Jacinto, Cat)tain 8LrOiling, havngreceived on board the new machinery recently conitructedfor her, put to sea on the nth of August for a sixuontlis'cruise, with a view es|»ccially to testing the capuctyof the machinery, in pursuance of the terms of the oouruct.When last Ward from she was at Southampton,

utd. having undergone very sbght repairs, was about proeedingon her cruise.
In addition to the employment of the vessels, officers, and

nen afloat, as thus recited, many of the oflicers and men ol
be navy are assigned to duty oii the coast survey.

UK'tUUSE 01t THK SAW.

Although Congress, at its last session, promptly retqiondsdto the reoouioiendution for the construction of six new
Iteam-frigates, und for completing and launching thf
rigatcs tiantee and Sabine, I am very far from entertainingthe opinion that the enlargement of the navy should
ttop here. The protection of our wide-spread commerce
the guarding of our extended coast, the preservation ol
iur rank as a nation, demand that we should not be entirelystationary, and with inactive indifference behold the
progress of other powers in liaval strength. And it it
hardly unw ise to glance at the various national naval registersand compare the size of our navy, not inertly nitI
'Lot of the mighty nation* with whom ire claim ei/ual rank, but
with that ot other nation* whom we eitcem lobefar,far behina
ui in the rate ot national greatnet* then with the addition <>J
the urijiniehedtuc *leam-frujate$, our navalforce will not exceea

tifty vtestlt in condition for nernee. Weakness invites aggression,und never inspires resjieot; while acknowledged
strength und visible preparation command consideration
and are the true safeguards of ]>e*ce. And, although out
mission is peace, and 110 warlike messengers of propagandisruare to lie sent forth to force republican liberty upon reluctantvictims of misgoveminent, it may be well to rememberthat, in addition to the ordinary uncertainty which
ever hangs urouud questions of peace and war in the distantfuture, we have to encounter illy-disguised jealousy ol
our peculiar institutions from those who cling with tenacityto the old system of government. Hear the language ol
one of your predecessors in a message to Congress mort
llian a quarter of a century Ago " Unprovoked injuries art
often inflicted, and even the |>eculinr felicity of our situationmight with some Ire a cause for excitement and aggression.The history of the late wars in Kurope furnishes >

complete demonstration that no system of conduct, how
ever correct in principle, can protect neutral jiowers frou
injury from any party ; that 11 defenceless position and 1

distinguished love of peace are the surest invitations t<
war; and that there is 110 way to avoid it other than hi
being always prepared and willing, for a just cause, to mee
it. If there be a people on earth w hose more especial dutt
it is to lie at all times prepared to defend the rights witr
which Oicy are blessed, and to surpass all others in so*

tinning the necessary burdens and in submitting to sacri
iicvh 10 luaae bucu pri-j'iii anon* li is uDttuuHimiy uie ]fii
pie ol' these Whites." The v ei I-armed anil well-mftnnec
shin- ol' our navy may In? .truly regarded as so man;
ocean sentinels stationed nlong the main to challenge a

once any who might dure to seek an assault upon in
Ktitution sacred to us. but inconvenient 1o them. Til
true, we are at putec \\ i 111 the world, and SO but
lev. months ago wit* the nations of Kurope, and. tinder th'
licnigti influence of <'hristiauity and civilization, .-eemei

hopeful of a quiet future, w ith no rivalry but in arti
science, and national development. The scene is suddenly
changed. War, w ill) all its bloody calamities, is couvulsini
those mighty nations, and no prophetic statesman can fore
tell it* extent or its termination. Hut who are iuterestei
in the navy ' It i. not merely the citieun whose lot is ca»

along Hit- con-I, iIk wealthy merchant in our cities. Ih
speculator in floating merchandise, but merchants, me

chanics, planters, our countrymen all along the coast, n
otir river- be; ond the mountains. The agricultural in
tcrest is us much benefited and protected by the navy a

any othet I.very planter in every section is nut mor

trul; protected by the enclosure around hi* farm than b
our "wooden walls which float around out coast- Th
State: which border on the .Mississippi trans|>oPt on it
bosom their cotton, and grain, and sugar, and vat
varieties of products, which arc borne into the (lull i

Mexico. With no navy sufficient to protect it in ilia
region, who can appreciate the inconvenience and embai
rassment which our planting interest will experience i
war? But the great cost is often suggested. Thai should a

ways lie vigilantly watched by the prudent statesman w h
should, however, remember that every dollar is expende
among our own people in the ptirchase of material and pal
mi nt of laborers, ami that it brings into exercise (be mi
chanical skill of our country, promotes, and thereby 1*1
petuatel, a He. in our midst i> ntinl to our national ir

de)ienden< e. lie w ho visits our navy yards, and lingers
moment in la-holding the giant frames of the noble sltij
now beiug constructed by the genius, the lalmr. and wit
the material of our own country, will find that the mone
expended not merely results in presenting a floatiog batti
ry to protect our property and our flag, but gladdens th
hearts of hundreds of cheerful artisans, who pay it law
into the treasury with fourfold interest It is not waste
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capital; il is out like Lhc millions annually sent abroad toforeign capitalist* to pay the debt* contracted tor *< hemeot xtravusance, leaving einbarnuoiueut in its trail. I do
not propose to tncreas- the number ot igficers, nor materiallyto enlarge tire squadrons and thereby increase lurgely our
currbnt expenses, nor to bare a navy of the immense sunand expense of some of the pow.rw" of Kiiroj*. But I do
piopeme- so to lucrcaee the materiel of our navy as itt leastt" ajiprosi unite to ,t ihUe of rtaduoss for nrieryenrtes w liicliwise statesmen Strive to avoid, but wiser statesmen jireparito meet It will be niy pleasure to co-operate with the 1cginlativuelcpartmcnt of government in practically earry,ing out these views.
For a detailed statement of the actual condition of our

mi ml form, 1 beg to refer yon to the full report of thechief of the Bureau of Construction, Equipment, and llepalr.
In the exercise of the discretion imposed upon me i y the

act of Congress directing the construction of six steam
frigates, I decided, after mature consideration and inquin.to have theui limit in the navy-yards. under the more immediatesupervision of the department. The governmenthad a fair supply of material, particularly of live oak, well
seasoned Uau erected ship-houses, in which the vessels,while being built, could lie protected from exposure, and
the mechanics employed could l>e sheltered comfortably,and able to prosecute the work in the most Inclement
S eatlier.

t in examination, I discovered that there was neither material,building-slip, nor ship-house at Peiisacolo, and that
the Franklin was being inbuilt, and the Santce altered and
completed, at Kittery. I therefore ordered that inimcdmo
preparation be made tor constructing the new frigates at
tiie nary-yards in Boston, Brooklyn. Philadelphia. Washjiugton, anil Norfolk. There is no difficulty in securing the
services of as many skilful mechanics and laborers us arc
desired. The public officers at tho scverul yards have
all manifested a deep interest in despatching the work
with success. Much progress has been made, and I have
no doubt six first-class steamers, equal to the expectation qfthe country, will fifc completed us sjieedily us men and
means can accomplish the work. Not having futilities for
manufacturing the steam machinery necessury, except at
the Washington navy-yard, 1 hud no alternative but to
make contracts with private establishments for live of tin
frigates. These contracts have been made with builders ol
established reputation, and the contractors are busily en|gaped in fulfilling them. The plan ndopted was to Invite
proposals, so us to call forth the best skill of the country,and, liefore adopting thein. submit thctu for my guidanceto a bonrd of engineers. Bonds with approved sureties
have been taken tor the faithful execution of the work; and
two-fifths of the contract price is to be retained until the
machinery has worked successfully and satisfactorily ai
ecu for six mouths. Before adopting any of the plans pro!>osed,I thought proper, in consideration of the greater exiperieuee of England and France in the application of
steam machinery to tnen-of-warj to order the Engiaeer-in
chief, Martin, to visit Kuroiie with a view to availing himselfof any improvements which may liuve been made.
The observations made during his visit, and the intcrcst;ing reports of Lieutenant Wnlker, who had been similarly
engaged, will prove useful to the service. The riantoe and
Suhiue frigates will be completed and ready for being
launched in a few weeks. The Franklin is progressingrapidly, and it is confidently exiiectcd that the six steam
frigates will lie launched certainly by the ensuing fall, it
not earlier.

UXOROASIZATION or TIIK NAVY.
In my last annual report I ventured to express the opinion"that the present organization of the navy is not only

essentially defective and unwise, but is, in itt practical op- t

eration, working palpable and serious mischief to the efficiencyand character of that branch of the public service,
and that a retired list on reducedpay Jut the faithful uho
have become injirm ; the discharge of the ineJJicietU who have
no elaim on the bounty of their government for terriers rendered; promotion regulated by capacity, merit, and not by
mere seniority of commission ; and pay to some extent controlledby ten-service, ure reforms not only demanded by ^the condition of the service, by considerations of justice,but absolutely necessary to the preservation of efficiency
and usefulness.'' Efforts were made, during the last sc

sion, to accomplish many of the desired reforms. No final
action was taken. Subsequent reflection and experience
of nearly two years' connexion w ith the navy, an extended
acquaintance with the officers, and an attentive observationof the practical working of the present system, have
not only confirmed me in the correctness of those views,
but constrain me, at the hazard of the charge of jartinacity,to renew most earnestly my previous recommendations,
and to urge their consideration and adoption with deep
solicitude. So far us I have the authority at present, these
views shall guide my action. I cannot recommend for promotionto higher rank and larger pay officers who do not
merit it from incapacity, cither moral or physical. I do not
appreciate the justice or policy of promoting to a higher

» grade an officer who cannot perforin itt duties, unless in
rare exceptional cases, as a complimentary reward for servicesrendered. It is neither more nor less than elevating
the incompetent, and then ordering the unpromoted competentto do their work Is there an alarm of fastening
upon the government an odious iiension sy stem ? None can
cherish a greater repugnance to that than tnyself; but
none can l>e more fully convinced that it can be so well
surrounded with safeguards, restrictions, and limitations
as to retain its virtues and reject itt faults.

Is the particular plan of having the aid of a board of
officers in ascertaining the incompetent and unworthy objectedto? I am not wedded to that or any other scheme,
provided the main object can be attained. I should be
content to have the Secretary from time to time officially
report to the President such names as he wishes should be
retired or dropped that the President should transmit, if
tie thinks nroner their names In flip Senate with a rernm-

meudation united to each casofhns the President and the
Senate, the appointing power, will be the removing power,
and the apprehension ot Star Chamber persecution and
being victimized by secret inquisition, now felt by some

worthy oflicers, would be quieted. But I forbear to fatigue
with details. The magic touch of reform is needed, and if
skilfully applied will impart to the now drooping body of
our navy a robust health and a new life. 1 believe that
sound i>olicy, stern justice. tUtnumi it; that true economy inotoyooted to it. 1 shall tie happy to co-operate with Congressin effecting it.

f hare 110 hesitation in saying that there are nuiny officersnow in the nary whose names do not adorn the register.There are those incapable 91 performing duty from
age or affliction. There arc also many good officers resigningfrom time to time, because the path of promotion is
"blocked up" by the incompetent, and the future seems to
tbem so unpromising. But it is my pleasure, as well as

1 my duty, to say that the corps is still full of chivalrous
and gallant officers, who are not only ready for the post of

1 danger, but would sustain the proud reputation of our
1 nary, which has won so many laurels for our country, and
' by its brilliant victories cheered the heart of many a des'ponding patriot.1 I will not. however, enlarge this report by repeating the

views or reciting the various amendments aDil modificn'tions of existing laws suggested in my last annual report.
but content myself with renewing the recommendation.
DISCIP1.INE OF SEAMEN AND THE ENLISTMENT OF HOYS AS

] API'RBETICIS.
r While the just and liberal action of Congress during the
t last session, authorizing an increase of pay of seamen cor

responding to the compensation in the men bant servici
s has done much to encourage enlistments, and was received
v with grateful joy by many a veteran tar, much remains yet
e U> be accomplished to give proper shape, vigor, character,
1 and success to the system of discipline in this important.
1, indeed vitsl.part of the public service. Isingnage cannot

descrilie. the mind can scarcely grasp, how much of Eftppincs
U and wretchedness hang around the fidelity, the discipline, of

the neglected sailor. Property, life, 8 ictory, defeat, national
1 honor and renown, have much to do With the (haxactm
t and cheerful ohedienoe and home-love of seamen.
c 1 am very far from recommending the restoration of pur

ishnient by Hogging In my opinion, the rrprrienrt of the
p navy, at least, justifies its abrogation. The sloop-of-wnr
1- Saratoga, Commander Walker, constituted a ]sirt of the
s squadron to Japan, lett the Cnited States in September,
r aoa rt'iurneu jn me same monin or inc pnwm y<*»r.
y after cruising for four years beneath tropical suns and
e amid uncongenial jicople, thousands of miles from home,
a The term of the crow's enlistment expired while they were
it far in the east. They were informed while abroad that
if punishment by flogging was abolished. 1 allude to this
it case especially, as think the test wag a seveye one. Vet,
F- on their arrival at Boston, the most flattering rejxirts reach
n me of the good conduct and discipline of the crew. I
1- deemed it proper, also, to address an inquiry on the uboject to Commander Walker. Me responds thus u In redgard to the tirst question, whether it is desirable to restore
r- corporeal punishment, J reply that from experience as well
s- as conviction, 1 do not believe it would e desirable, or for
r- the interest of the service." And yet he snd every officer
i- concur in the necessity of prescribing snd legalizing some
s substitute, accompanied, how ever, with a plan of rtv ard as
is well as pvnttkmtnt; punishment prompt, mrt, in order to
It restrain the offender and deter the inconsiderate; tru-nrrt
y equally sure and generous, to encourage fidelity and pro
9- mote respectability. It ig not the seecrrO/, hut the ctrUmb,
ic and/irofiiyrfrirsg of punishment, which promotes disciplite
k The sailor who now commits an offence aboard ship resimote from home and the flag-ship, knows that he cannot


